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bring Yi brush and inkstone and pull back the curtain and hold up
the candle while he wrote. In spare moments from playing the
pipes and plucking the strings, Hsiaoyii had devoted herself to
verse and exercises in calligraphy and she had writing materials
which had been used in the prince's palace. Now she brought out
an embroidered case and produced from it a piece of rare writing
silk and gave it to Yi. Being gifted in such matters, he dashed off
a composition in short order. He called upon the mountains and
rivers to be witnesses to his love and the sun and moon to testify
to his fidelity, and was so sincere and earnest in every word that
no one who read him could remain unmoved. After he finished
writing, he had the document put in Hsiaoyii's jewel box. Hence-
forward they lived in joy and harmony, like a kingfisher trans-
porting with its mate in the clouds. For two years they were to-
gether day and night.
In the spring of the third year, Yi qualified himself in the Board
examinations and was appointed assistant magistrate of Cheng-
hsien. In the fourth month, as he was about to set out for his post,
he gave a party at Tunglo, at which most of his friends and re-
lations at Changan were present. It was at that time of the year
when spring was still in evidence and summer just beginning to
exhibit its luxuriant beauty.
After the guests had gone, Hsiaoyii, her thoughts preoccupied
with the approaching separation, said to Yi, "Because of your fame
and talents, many are the families that are eager to draw you into
marriage ties. Moreover, your parents are still living and ttey will
not allow you to leave vacant your private room. I am certain that
you will on this journey acquire a good mate, thus making your
vow but so many empty words. However, I have one small wish
which I should like to have gratified and I wonder if you would
be willing to grant it."
Yi was surprised by the tenure of her speech and said, "What,
offense have I committed that you speak like this? Please state
your wish and rest assured that I shall carry it out."
Hsiaoyii said, "I am now eighteen and you twenty-two. There
are still eight years before you reach the prime of your life. What